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Congressman Ed Whitfield honored as
2016 “Distinguished Rural Kentuckian”
Annual award bestowed by Kentucky’s electric cooperatives
LOUISVILLE, Ky— Congressman Ed Whitfield, who represented Kentucky’s First Congressional District in
the U.S. House of Representatives for nearly 22 years, has been honored as the 2016 “Distinguished
Rural Kentuckian” by the Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives (KAEC).
Whitfield received the award at KAEC’s annual meeting on Monday, November 14, in Louisville. He is the
33rd recipient. Previous Distinguished Rural Kentuckians include elected leaders, authors, journalists,
business executives, physicians, and sports champions. The award recognizes outstanding individuals
who have devoted their lives to Kentucky in a way that matches the co-op mission of enhancing the
quality of life here.

Louisville, Ky – KAEC President and CEO Chris Perry, right, presents Congressman Ed Whitfield
with the 2016 Distinguished Rural Kentuckian award. Photo: Tim Webb

“When you reflect on people from Kentucky who’ve received it in the past, and they’re all sort of wellknown and accomplished so much, it’s kind of a humbling experience and one that I was surprised at
and grateful for, but also unexpected,” Whitfield said.
“Ed Whitfield is a true friend of Kentucky and of Kentucky’s electric cooperatives,” said Chris Perry,
president and CEO of KAEC. “His understanding of and prioritizing the needs of rural Americans
regardless of party politics are an example for all elected leaders.”
A native of Hopkinsville, Kentucky, Whitfield was elected to Congress in 1994, serving until his
retirement in September, 2016. The Republican’s 11 terms in the House were highlighted by his
chairmanships of the Oversight and Investigation Subcommittee, and the Energy and Power
Subcommittee.
“He held the reins,” said U.S. Rep. Fred Upton (Mich), the chairman of the House Energy and Commerce
Committee. “We trusted him to push through a whole number of different pieces of legislation.”
“He became a great advocate for the electric co-op community because he understood the importance
of the electric co-ops to his own constituents,” said Jim Matheson, president of the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) and a former fellow congressman. “It's a great example of how
our grassroots network works across the country.”
As Chair of the Energy and Power Subcommittee, Whitfield led oversight efforts of what he
characterized as “an overly aggressive executive branch,” working to balance the need of cleaner energy
with the need of protecting American jobs and keeping the United States competitive in the global
marketplace.
Bob Berry, President and CEO of Big Rivers Electric Corporation which serves much of the First District,
complimented Whitfield’s “very reasonable” approach to environmental regulations.
“(Whitfield is) very knowledgeable about the industry and understands the industry and the impact that
it has not only on the industry but on all the individuals in the state of Kentucky,” Berry said.
“Ed Whitfield has meant stability for Pennyrile Electric,” said Greg Grissom, the electric cooperative’s
president. “He's meant stability for the cooperative program. And he's always been a strong ally for the
cooperative program in Kentucky.”
Grissom points to Whitfield bucking his own party leaders to oppose energy deregulation in the 1990’s.
“It threatened our existence, it threatened our grassroots fundamental values,” Grissom explained.
“And, Congressman Whitfield recognized that early on and was an ally from start to finish.”
Working with other members of Congress, Whitfield’s legislative accomplishments include designating
the Land Between the Lakes as a National Forest, establishing a workers compensation program for
workers at both Paducah’s Gaseous Diffusion Plant and the Department of Energy nationally, a

prescription drug monitoring system, the first Medicare Prescription Drug benefit plan for seniors, and
introducing the first bill to pass the House to abolish the slaughter of horses in America.
“He worked with us greatly on our Fort Campbell relationship,” said Eston Glover, former Pennyrile
Electric President. “We were in limbo about losing a large part of the base, a part of the soldiers on
base, and we had a strong battle to keep that base alive and keep it intact. He was a strong force and he
was in a position that he could be a strong force.”
“I’d like to thank the constituents of the First District of Kentucky for giving me the opportunity to
represent them in the U.S. Congress. It’s been a great honor,” Whitfield said. “You can’t represent
people without being involved in their day to day struggles with the issues that they deal with, and I
don’t think anybody can serve in public life without becoming a little bit more sensitive to the needs of
the people. So, I want to thank them for their support, their dedication and their commitment and for
allowing me to represent them.”
Whitfield’s wife, Connie, was formerly a director of the Export-Import Bank, Assistant Secretary of
Interior for Fish, Wildlife and National Parks, and Justice Department attorney.
“Connie worked very hard with me throughout the whole time,” Whitfield said. “She has been
instrumental and very much involved.”
A graduate of the University of Kentucky and UK Law School, Whitfield was practicing law in when he
was elected to one term in the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1973. He also headed his family’s
oil distributorship in Hopkinsville, and served as counsel to the president of Seaboard System Railroad
and later as a lobbyist to CSX. He was working as an attorney adviser to the Chairman of the Interstate
Commerce Commission when he decided to run for Congress in 1994.
“The first day I encountered him, the first time we had a conversation, from that point until he retired
from Congress, Congressman Whitfield, Ed Whitfield is the same person,” said Michael Pape, Whitfield’s
long time District Director. “In his values, in his persona. People sometimes say ‘Don't get into politics
because it will change you, you won't be the same person once you come out.’ The one thing I've
noticed about Ed Whitfield is that he's the same person, with more wisdom now, but the same person,
the same values, the same type of person that said ‘I can make a difference’ when he went into office
and when he came out of office.”
The Distinguished Rural Kentuckian video tribute can be viewed on KAEC’s YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d42GK_5F0LA
####
ABOUT KAEC
Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives is the statewide association that provides services for the
24 local, consumer-owned electric distribution utilities in the state, as well as two generation and
transmission cooperatives that produce power. Electric co-ops in Kentucky serve 843,000 memberowners, providing power to one-third of Kentucky’s population. KAEC services include representation

before the Legislature, Congress, and regulatory bodies; safety training; coordination of management
training; and public relations support including publication of Kentucky Living magazine, the largest
circulation publication in the state with nearly 480,000 copies mailed monthly, with a readership of 1.2
million.

Historical Roster of KAEC Distinguished Rural Kentuckians
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2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Jesse Stuart, Author
Senator John Sherman Cooper
Henry Ward – Journalist, Civil Servant, State Legislator
Congressman Carl Perkins
Governor A.B. “Happy” Chandler
Smith D. Broadbent, Jr. Civic Leader, KY State Fair Bd Member
Congressman William Natcher
Governor Bert T. Combs
Barney Arnold – WHAS Farm Broadcaster
None
Joe Wright, State Legislator
Cawood Ledford – UK Sports Broadcaster
Dr. Thomas Clark - Historian
O. Leonard Press – Former Director of KET
Senator Wendell Ford
Dr. Louise Caudill – 1995 National Country Doctor of the Year
Judge Edward Johnstone – Federal Judge
Wendell Berry - Author
Al Smith – Journalist, KET Commentator
W. T. Young – Philanthropist, Horseman
Dr. Paul Maddox – 2000 National Country Doctor of the Year
David B. Dick – Author, Journalist, Publisher
W. James Host – Sports Marketing Executive
Harold F. Workman – CEO Kentucky State Fair Board
Gene Binion – Superintendent of Elliott County Schools
Billy Joe Miles - Businessman
Martha Layne Collins – Former Governor
None (military tribute instead)
Houchens Corporation (Ervin Houchens, Founder)
Congressman Harold “Hal” Rogers
Dr. Lincoln Bingham
Billy Ray Smith
Joe B. Hall
Dave Shuffett
Congressman Ed Whitfield

